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President’s Message
Am I imagining things or does the length of Spring & Fall
seem to be getting shorter. I can’t believe that we are in
mid-October and we are in for freezing weather. It has
been an unusual weather pattern this year and gardeners
have ended up with mixed results. At the moment, it is all
hands-on deck to prepare the greenhouse for the winter
for all the plants that can’t handle temperatures below 40
degrees. Aren’t we glad that we grow Hostas where they
need at least 600 hours below 40 degrees. (On average
Knoxville gets about 800 hours).
Aren’t we lucky to have access to all the top gardens in
Knoxville. This month we always go to member Alan
Solomon’s garden to experience all the fall colors of his
trees. They seem to be turning earlier this year so we will
be in for a treat. Alan’s garden is best experienced by
spending a few moments at the numerous sitting spots and
zoning out to take in all the surroundings at a deeper
level. After spending some relaxing time walking around
the garden we will end up on the back porch of the house

overlooking the Tennessee River & the Smokies
socializing with other members. Alan will be doubling up
as a Chauffeur in his golf cart for those with mobility
issues. This will be our second last meeting of the year so
please make an effort to attend – we will miss you if you
don’t. If you are using a GPS you need to use the address
2631 Riverside Drive.
I have a dream – I have a dream that next months AGM
social event will have multiple members vying for a
position on the clubs leadership team. I have a dream that
candidates will have to fight to win the vote and the
nomination. This could be a fun event. At this stage I
don’t have anybody knocking down my door to get my
endorsement and encouragement but I am hopeful. Let’s
not end up like a lot of clubs that dissolve because no one
wants to take on a leadership role.
Every year Sandra & I allocate a Hosta of the year &
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Plant of the year. This years Hosta winner is “Victory”
where it has grown to 30” high and 50” wide and has
looked good all year and for some reason the voles left it
alone. The Plant of the year winner is our Vista Red
Salvia that we grew from seed. As you have probably
experienced, after they have germinated – they are hard
to get up to any size to plant them in the garden. We
were going to throw them in the compost bin and just
buy some flats from Stanley’s but they were completely
sold out. We were forced to plant these pathetic little
seedlings but once in the ground they took off. Each year
this is our go to plant for our top patio as they bloom
prolifically from late spring all the way to the first frost.
They must’ve had some pent-up energy as these flowers
have never looked as good as previous years.
I am looking forward to discussing the role you would
like to play in your involvement in the club next year
and catching up with you on the 23rd on Alan’s back
porch.

Hosta ‘Victory’ (picture from NH Hostas, https://
www.nhhostas.com/victory-hosta-4-5-inch-container/ , retrieved
October 15, 2022)

Fred Anderson
East Tennessee Hosta Society
2022 President
865-607-9240
braker01@att.net
https://www.easttnhostasociety.net

Local Garden Events
Sunday, October 23, 2:00 pm – Fall Garden tour
of GATOP Gardens
Sunday, November 20, 2:00 pm – Annual General
Meeting and end of year social at the home of
Chris and Mary Albrecht.

Gardening Humor
Stolen from Facebook. Apologies to the Muppets! Do
like the idea for kids!

Keep an eye out for events at the Greater
Knoxville area public gardens:
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Horticultural Trivia
I’m starting a new column for our newsletter. Will more
than likely have little to do with hostas, but will be fun to
write and share trivial items about horticulture with our
readers. It may or may not appear in each issue - all
depends on when I think of things to write about! Here
goes.
This one seems appropriate for Halloween. Did you
know that snapdragon seed pods when allowed to dry on
the plants and release seeds look like skulls when you
turn them upside down? In the four photos, you’ll see the
flower, the seed pods on the stem in proper orientation,
then the branch held upside down where you can clearly
see the pods, and finally, a close-up on one pod (or
should I say skull!).
The botanical name is Antirrhinum majus derived from
the Greek words anti meaning like and rhis meaning a
nose or snout referring to the flower mimicking a
dragon’s snout. I kind of think they were referring to the
seed pods appearance of being a skull missing the large
nose.
Images from:
Yellow flowered snapdragon from https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/
PlantFinderDetails.aspx?
taxonid=287001&isprofile=1&basic=Antirrhinum , retrieved
October 10, 2022.
Mature pods on the plant from https://www.bunnysgarden.com/
collecting-snapdragon-seeds/ , retrieved October 10, 2022.
Inverted dried pods from https://www.kuriositas.com/2013/07/thedragons-skull-macabre-appearance-of.html , retrieved October 10,
2022.

Cleaning Garden Markers èèè
Andrea De Mink posted on October 2, 2022 on the American Hosta
Society Facebook page how she cleans up her garden markers: “Boil for
about 15 minutes, remove and the label peels off easily. Make sure you
don’t burn yourself removing the labels because the “legs” get hot. You
can use a green scrubby to remove any traces of glue left behind.” In the
comments, she explained how they were the white with black letters of
the Brothers TZE tapes and the labels are not the zinc nameplates. They
are harder to clean up. In the comments, one person mentioned using
Goo Gone to clean up the labels. Time to experiment with label cleanup!
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September Garden Visit to Hill Top Farm
Attendance was light. However, those who made it were
met with wonderful hospitality from Caesar and Dorothy
Stair. Caesar lead a tour of the property, discussed the
development of the different “garden rooms,” provided
history, and stories of working with garden designer Ryan
Gainey. As you can see, we had perfect weather for the
visit. Enjoy the images from that day.

Above: Host Caesar Stair.
Top Right: View of the Tennessee River and Smoky Mountains.
Bottom Right: One of the many garden rooms - looking through the arbor
to the hexagonal bed that mimics the hexagonal fountain.
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Above: Caesar explaining how the far hillsides had been farms.
Below: Garden room outside kitchen and garage heading towards the pool house.

Above: Walking up past the side of the
home where the driveway used to run.

Left: Members learning about the development of the kitchen garden room.
Below: Oakleaf hydrangea outside the kitchen.
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So long 2022; looking forward
to 2023.

ETHS Membership
Name(s) (please print)
Address
City, State, Zip
Preferred Phone (Include Area Code)
Email Address
Are you a Hosta Beginner
Hosta Addict
Somewhere in-between
Approximately how many different Hostas do you have:
Fewer than 10
10-50
Over 50
Would you like your garden to be considered for an open
garden tour by ETHS?
Yes
No
Maybe
Would you like to volunteer for an activity in our club?

American Hosta Society
Membership

Yes
No
Maybe

Consider joining the AHS. It’s easy. Visit their website
Annual dues for individual membership is $12 and $18 for for full details (https://www.americanhostasociety.org/
Membership/Membership.htm ) and sign-up online or use
a family. Membership is based on a calendar year.
the printable membership form.
Mail application and check payable to East Tennessee
Hosta Society to:
Gina Buffum
Treasurer, ETHS
7334 Wheatfield Place
Knoxville, TN 37919

Invite a friend to join!
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