Happenings
East Tennessee Hosta Society
President’s Message
As I write this message I am preparing to travel to the
AHS national convention in Green Bay WI. With 525
attendees—it will be the largest I have ever attended.
These are always a lot of fun with meeting old friends
and making new ones and socializing at the Hostatality
events. The garden tours are usually of a very high
standard and you learn so much when talking to other
attendees while walking around. I will be driving there so
that means I can bring home more Hostas! The gift Hosta
for 2019 is “Gold Harmony”. There are a large number of
specialty Hosta Vendors to purchase some unique Hostas from, also Silent Auctions as well as Live Auctions so
there are plenty of opportunities to expand your collection. The line up of educational speakers is always top
notch. I attend a lot of plant conventions and the AHS
convention is always one of the best. Consider joining us
one year.
Can you believe the crazy weather we’ve had with the
record temperatures. I hope this is not a sign of what
summer is going to be like. Although I have extensive
irrigation, some areas (like under Hemlocks and slopes)
can never be watered enough. It is depressing to see
plants wilt with the heat. It certainly puts your garden
schedule behind because all the time taken up watering.
It was a shame that our April event got washed out. Last
weekend I was able to visit all the gardens that were
cancelled in April so it was a good catch up. The annual
Hosta tailgate plant sale that we conduct every year was
another success. I’m sorry that I missed it.

June 2019
Hosta Tailgate Plant Sale

I was not able to attend this years plant sale but from
all accounts it was very successful. The weather was
great and lots of people turned up. A big thank you to
ETHS members who helped make this happen. Elin
Johnson, Nancy Basford, Mimi Burleson, Kathie Biehler,
Bob Goeltz and of course Brian White. In total we made
$1284 profit.
The Hosta of the year 'Lakeside Paisley Print' sold well
and we sold completely out of 'Mini Skirt', 'Sun Mouse'
and 'Teaspoon'. Two older varieties, 'June' and
'Rainforest Sunrise' also sold well.
Vendor support is always appreciated at these events.
Following are the list of vendors that help make this
event a success. Please reciprocate in supporting these
vendors when the opportunity arises.
Beaver Creek Nursery
Betty Longworth
Clear Springs Farm
Little Valley Nursery
Sunlight Gardens

Mini Skirt

White's Nursery (Brian White)

We need more members. Please consider asking your
gardening friends if they would like to be part of our
group.
I am looking forward to catching up with you all at the
North Hills Garden Tour on the 22nd.
Fred Anderson
2019 President & Newsletter Editor
Lakeside Paisley Print

Dixie Regional Convention Report

This Month’s Garden Event

Our sole representative at this convention was our very
own Treasurer Gina Buffum—below are Gina’s comments from the convention.
I recently attended the regional in Delaware.. the DelMarVa Hosta Society. I had a wonderful time.
The club kept fees reasonable, and our remembrance
Hosta was Fruit Loop.
After the talks on Friday, we were on our own to tour
five beautiful gardens on Saturday. One was in mid Delaware, so it gave us a chance to see the state farm country & flatlands, but these gardens were tucked away in
wooded areas, and many were on waterways. It made
for some beautiful gardens.
The garden owners were so gracious and friendly!
I didn’t feel the gardens differed much from ours In Tennessee. Glad I went. I have lots of fond memories.
Following are a
couple of scenes
from the tours.

North Hills Trifecta
Three fabulous gardens and socializing at the end
22nd June starting at Garden #1 at 10.30am
Garden #1
Rob Claytor (member)
.
The Claytor Family moved to this home and began
transforming the gardens in 1998. Many young azaleas
in a wooded bed and a stone pond enhance this collection of unique plants. These gardens embrace all things
variegated as well as all things prickly!
Garden#2
Lloyd King
Lloyd moved to this property in 1991 and began creating this inviting sequence of outdoor rooms. His garden design includes hundreds of Azaleas along with
Hostas and native plants.
Garden #3
Steve & Eleanor Kilpatrick (Members)
The Kilpatrick's moved to this location in 1995 and added the back property in 2014. The gardens overflow
with over 40 named hostas, as well as hydrangeas and
Japanese maples, dogwoods, azaleas and an unusual
veggie garden complete with toma-ti-ery.
This is where we will be socializing with light refreshments.
This will be an excellent opportunity to bring along any
potential members.

Memorial Weekend Garden Tour &
Luncheon
Being a long weekend and a warm one at that— we
were surprised at the number of members who turned
up for this event at “Anderson Estate”. Everyone
seemed to enjoyed themselves.
Following are some scenes of this event.

A field full of Jonquils

The Viburnums are so fragrant that
you can smell them from 20’ away

Catching up with member Dr. Alan
Solomon at his marvelous garden
“GATOP”

Weeping Cherry Tree

Member Profile
Each month we will profile a member to help us get to
know other members better. Be ready for your turn.
This Month’s Member is Sandra Anderson
How long have you been a member?……Fairly recently, I am
thinking about 2016.

June:
Garden Tour: North Hills (Saturday 10,30am June 22nd)

July:
Garden Tour: Sandi Burdick (Saturday 10.30am July
13th)

August:
Hosta Talk with Bob Solberg - Anderson’s Garden (Sun.
25th) 10.30am for the garden tour followed by a pot
luck lunch and Bob’s Presentation.

September:
Garden Tour & educational event at Mary Albrecht’s—
Saturday the 21st—10.30am

October:
Fall Garden Tour - Dr. Alan Solomon’s “GATOP”
(Sun. 13th) Come and see the fall colors and join in a pot
luck lunch and some planned fun activities.

November:
Annual General Meeting (AGM) & entertainment - End
of year social gathering (Sun. Nov. 17th - Location/Time
TBD)

Defying Logic

What is your present and past
Careers…..Presently I work at our
company (Fred & Mine)
BrakeQuip LLC in Alcoa TN. We
have had a couple of businesses
over the past 30 odd years in
Australia and USA. Actually
BrakeQuip originated in Australia
and we brought the concept to
the USA. We have always
worked in the Automotive Industry. As a business owner I have worn a lot of hats over
the years but currently I work in the accounting section
of the Company.
Family…..Fred and I have 2 children who both have children of their own now (2 each) All of our family live in
Australia. The hardest thing I have to deal with apart
from living so far away from family is the time difference
between our countries. We mainly use WhatsApp to
keep in contact with each other.
Pets….We have two female dogs (Hollie and Little
One) Little One was abandoned here around 2009. We
think she was about 18 months old when she adopted
us. We didn’t name her because we thought we would
be able to find her a good home and as she was smaller
than our other dogs she became “Little One” But 10
years later she still answers to “Little One”. Hollie is the
senior of the two and she is now nearing her twilight
years.
Your Favorite Hosta…..mmmmm the Hosta’s are Fred’s
babies and I really have too many favorites to name but
if I had to pick one it would be Rainforest Sunrise. (Brian
White gave me one) There are so many amazing Hosta’s
and I just love walking around the garden and being surprised and delighted by them each day.

Other garden activities….I do plant a few vegies most
years and I have an assortment of indoor plants mainly
African Violets and Orchids. I try hard to convince Fred to
plant more Pollinator plants, but basically I get to enjoy
the garden.
This healthy clump of Hostas surrounds a Box Elder Tree
which is related to the Maple Tree. Because of the shallow
root system of these trees, Hostas should be in containers to
survive. However there is a story behind this. The soil
around the tree was raised 3-4’ which technically should’ve
killed the tree but it thrived. It is also only about 80’ from a
spring fed lake so it’s getting plenty of water so the Hostas
aren’t competing with the tree for roots or moisture.

Hobbies and interests….I am a Beekeeper. I inherited
the Bees from Fred who found them very time consuming (true) and I did not want to lose the Bees. I have
spent a lot of time over the last 18 months learning
about Bees and yes it is very time consuming but also a
very interesting hobby.
Something not many people know about you…I became
an American Citizen in 2019.

