
 

- 1 - 

Happenings 
with the opportunity to buy some specialty Hostas? 
Nothing has been confirmed yet but will be able to 
confirm this next month. 

The spring this year was very unusual for me and really 
put me behind schedule with my garden preparation. The 
late freeze and frost and fluctuating temperatures made it 
difficult to plan. Even now with the onset of summer 
upon us, I am still planting seedlings and only about 
50% of the potting accomplished. I suspect that I am not 
the only one in this boat. 

I had an interesting visitor this month to our garden – 
Norma Pierson. Many years ago there was a guy called 
Jim Pierson who was also called Mr. Hosta. We tried to 
get Jim to be a speaker at one of our meetings but it 
never happened. Jim passed away just over three years 
ago so this may have had something to do with it. I first 
met Jim about 2015 at Stanley’s on a Saturday morning 
where he was doing a talk on Hostas. I was not into 
Hostas then but to kill some time I stayed around and 
listened. At that time I thought Hostas were only that 
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Wasn’t it great to see so many at Brian White’s Nursery 
for our May activity – especially the new members? Since 
our April activity, we have had several new members join 
which is very encouraging. Things appear to be getting 
back to normal for anyone who has been vaccinated. 

I am really looking forward to seeing Chris & Mary 
Albrecht’s garden this Saturday morning. It has been a 
while since I have been there (pre-Covid) but I know that 
Mary has been doing a lot of work in her garden. It will be 
good to catch up with everybody again and socialize. I 
hope to see you there. 

This year our activity program has been an ad hoc 
program and things are organized on a month to month 
basis. Usually July and August are quiet months during 
the heat of summer but in the past we have used these 
months to meet at a plant nursery or summer garden. We 
are currently looking for hosts for our July & August 
meetings so please don’t be shy in hosting a social get 
together. In the past we have had Bob Solberg (Regional 
President) do a presentation in August at our garden along 

President’s Message  

In This Issue 
Calendar .................................................................. 2 

Welcome New Member .......................................... 2 

Companion Plant of the Month: Hakone Grass ...... 2 

Fun at Our May Meeting ......................................... 4 

Frost Damage Hosta at the Anderson Estate ........... 7 

2021 Officers 
President Fred Anderson 

Vice President Bob Goeltz 

Treasurer Gina Buffum 

Secretary Wanda Taylor 

Communications Mary Albrecht 

Contact ETHS at easttennhostasociety@gmail.com 



 

- 2 - 

Companion Plant of  the 

Month: Hakonechloa 
Mary L. Albrecht, Professor Emerita, Department of Plant Sciences, 
University of Tennessee 

 

Hakonechloa, commonly 
called hakone grass, 
Japanese forest grass, or 
bunch grass (pronounced 
Ha-co-nee, nee as in the 
French for born), is an 
excellent companion to 
hostas as it tends to prefer 
similar growing conditions 
and its foliage blends well 
with hosta foliage colors 
and texture. Cultivars also 
do well in a range of sun 
and shade and in 

containers. Truly a good, versatile plant to grow along 
side hostas. 

H. macra and it’s various cultivars are commonly offered 
by plant sellers. It’s genus name is derived from the 
Hakone hot springs region near Mount Hakone in 
Honshu, Japan; “-chloa” comes from the Greek meaning 
grass; and “macra,” also Greek, for large. 

According to the Missouri Botanic Garden Plant 
Finder entry for H. macra,  it is “...a rhizomatous, shade
-loving, deciduous perennial grass that is native both to 

Events Calendar 
June 19, Saturday, at 10:30 am, meet at “The 
Ravine”, the garden of Mary and Chris 
Albrecht. View almost 200 varieties of hostas 
from A through Z at 12659 Bayview Drive (far 
west Knox County). When coming from the east, 
if GPS routes you from Kingston Pike to Virtue 
Rd - don’t take it - it’s closed! Just continue 
down to the traffic light at Old Stage and turn left 
onto Old Stage. Just around the bend, turn left 
onto McFee Rd (you go through 2 round-abouts)
to Boyd Station and the GPS should get you to 
their house from there. If you are coming from 
Lenior City and other points west, shouldn’t have 
a problem. Park out front and walk down the 
driveway to the backyard where we’ll view the 
garden. Bring a lawn chair. Light refreshments 
will be available. 

July 15 to 17, Virtual 
2021 American Hosta 
Society National 
Convention. For 
details visit their 
website.  

 

Don’t forget to keep an eye out for events at the 
different botanic gardens and arboreta in the 
Greater Knoxville area: 

Knoxville Botanic Gardens  

UT Gardens  

UT Arboretum 

Welcome New 
Member 

Member Mary Albrecht recruited new member 
Tim Cross, Louisville, TN. He’s a novice at 
hostas and will have more time once he retires 
this summer from UT Institute of Agriculture. 
We look forward to meeting Tim at a future 
meeting. 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=285349&isprofile=1&basic=hakonechloa
https://ahs2021.org/
http://knoxgarden.org/classes-events/events/
https://ag.tennessee.edu/utg/Lists/Calendar%20of%20Events/calendar.aspx
https://utarboretum.tennessee.edu/events/
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moist mountain areas including wet rocky cliffs and to 
moist woodland areas in central Japan... Gracefully 
arching, linear-lanceolate, bright green leaves (to 10" 
long and 3/8" wide) form dense, spreading, cascading 
mounds to 12-18" tall and to 24" wide. Leaves have a 
papery texture resembling the leaves of some types of 
bamboo.” They go on to say “No serious insect or 
disease problems. Root heaving can be a problem in 
winter. Leaves may scorch in hot summers, particularly 
when consistent moisture is not maintained. Deer tend 
to avoid this plant.”  (Note: I added the bold!).  

In my experience growing this plant, root heaving has 
not been a problem in my East Tennessee garden. I will 
also add that leaving the faded foliage through the winter 
is a good thing! Typically, the foliage turns a buff to 
beige and shifts nicely in the wind - almost like seeing 
waves in a wheat field. While they do flower, the 
flowers are considered insignificant - you’re growing 
them for their foliage. 

All will benefit from a late winter to early spring clean-
up. Trim back the old foliage before you see new 
growth.  

Cultivars to look for include: 

‘All Gold’ - Just as the 
name implies, brilliant 
golden-yellow foliage. 
This one will get from 9 to 
14 inches tall and a spread 
to up to 24 inches. Does 
well in sun or shade. 
According to Walters 
Gardens, this one is 
brighter in color than 

‘Aureola’ with and has a more upright habit. 

‘Aureola’ (my garden) - 
The cultivar name means 
“gold” and that is what 
this is. It does have narrow 
green stripes, mostly along 
the margins. Will grow to 
24 inches tall and spread 
upwards to 36 inches. The 
leaves all arch in the same 
direction making it useful 

on banks and slopes or to cascade over a wall. 

‘Beni-kaze’ (my garden) - 
This one differs in that the 
leaves are bright green all 
summer long and develops 
brilliant red to gold shades 
in the fall, hence the name 
that translates to “red 
wind.” Also a tall one 
reaching up to 34 inches 
with a spread of 24 to 28 
inches.  

‘Fubuki’ -This will be 
harder to find but worth 
the search. Foliage has 
long white leaves with 
green stripes. During 

cooler weather, pink and rose tones develop. A tad 
smaller, coming in at about 14 to 18 inches tall and with 
a spread of about the same. 

‘Naomi’ - A creamy 
yellow to green 
throughout the 
growing season, it 
picks up a purplish 
to red overcast in the 
fall. Grows in the 
range of 8 to 16 
inches with a spread 
of 18 to 24 inches. 

‘Nicolas’ (my garden) - 
Infused with orange-red 
hues, induced by cool 
autumn weather. Tends to 
be more sun and drought 
tolerant of the golden or 
yellow cultivars. Grows to 
10 to 14 inches tall and up 
to 18 inches wide. I have 
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And fall - 

Photo credits 

Photo with orange glass, ‘Nicolas’, and ‘SunFlare’ (young plant) - 
Mary L. Albrecht 

Hakone grass in the landscape, both photos - Elin Johnson 

‘All Gold’ - https://www.waltersgardens.com/variety.php?
ID=HAKAG 

‘Aureola’ - https://www.waltersgardens.com/variety.php?
ID=HAKMA 

‘Naomi’ - https://www.gardenia.net/plant/hakonechloa-macra-
naomi-hakone-grass 

‘Strip It Rich’ - https://www.terranovanurseries.com/product/
hakonechloa-stripe-it-rich/ 

‘SunFlare’ (mature plant) - https://www.bluestoneperennials.com/
HASU.html 

 

Fun at Our May Meeting! 
Last month we had to opportunity to meet for the first 
time in over a year at Brian White’s Nursery in 
Maynardville.  

Maggie kept an eye out for everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mine in the shade under the willow oak where it is slowed 
due to competition with the oak. 

‘Stripe It Rich’ - White-
striped, golden leaves that is 
shade tolerant makes this a 
special cultivar. It can also 
hand full to partial sun. 
Mounds stand 10 inches tall 
and grow to about 20 inches 
wide.  

 

 

‘SunFlare’ (my garden) - Morning sun produces golden-
yellow foliage with chartreuse tips that develop a crimson 
burgundy overcast to the tips as the plants age. Mounds 
stay in the 12 to 18 inch height range and spread to about 
18 to 24 inches. This is a dwarf, compact mutation of ‘All 
Gold’. Below left - young plant; right - mature plant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hakone Grass in the Landscape - spring …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.waltersgardens.com/variety.php?ID=HAKMA
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/hakonechloa-macra-naomi-hakone-grass
https://www.terranovanurseries.com/product/hakonechloa-stripe-it-rich/
https://www.bluestoneperennials.com/HASU.html
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                       146 Coleus ?? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above two photos in Brian’s garden. His variety 
‘What’s That’ is in the center of the bottom photo. Great 
plant. 

 
Michelle, Mary, Fran, and Mary’s daughter (didn’t catch 
her name) enjoying being together. 

 

 

Brian reviewed information about the different cultivars 
he had available and pointed out specific plants in his 
garden of hypertufa pots. Members shared fellowship on 
his patio and the tent was for some protection from a 
light rain that fell that day. 
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The door prize was an ‘Wu La La’ won by Nancy 
(above). 

Then members got a chance to shop Brian’s inventory 
and see what he was planning on offering next year. 
There will be some great selections coming down the 
road. And speaking of the “road”, President Fred drove 
his street rod to the meeting painted up in his home 
colors! 
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Frost-Damaged Hosta at the Anderson Estate 
In the May 2021 newsletter, President Fred mentioned he had a number of his hosta damaged by the two-nights of 
freeze and frost experienced here in East Tennessee in mid-April. As promised, here’s the list of those damaged based 
on his inventory. 

‘Alabama Gold’ 
‘Appletini’ 
‘Avocado’ 
‘Big Mama’ 
‘Bridle Falls’ 
‘Cathedral Windows’ 
‘Christmas Eclipse’ 
‘Coconut Custard’ 
‘Designer Genes’ 
‘Devil's Advocate’ 
‘Diana Remembered’ 
‘Dr. Fu Manchu’ 
‘Earth Angel’ 
‘Elatior’ 
‘Enchiladas’ 
‘First Blush’ 
‘Flower Power’ 
‘Fortunei Albomarginata’ 
‘Fragrant Bouquet’ 
‘Fragrant Fire’ 
‘Fried Green Tomatoes’ 
‘Frosted Giant’ 
‘Frozen Margarita’ 

‘Ginsu Knife’ 
‘Green Fountain’ 
‘Guacamole’ 
‘Hirao Majesty’ 
‘Hirao Supreme’ 
‘His Honor’ 
‘Holy Mole’ 
‘Honey Bear’ 
‘Honey Pie’ 
‘Honeybells’ 
H. hypoleuca 
‘Invincible’ 
‘Irish Luck’ 
‘Island Breeze’ 
‘Jurassic Park’ 
‘Katsuragawa Beni’ 
‘Kingsize’ 
‘Kiwi Minnie Gold’ 
‘Komodo Dragon’ 
‘Korean Snow’ 
‘Lakeside Dragonfly’ 
‘Leather and Lace’ 
‘Majestic’ 

‘Marilyn Monroe’ 
‘Mojito’ 
‘Neptune’ 
H. nigrescens 
‘Pinani Island Surf’ 
H. plantaginea 
H. plantaginea ‘Yu Lei’ 
‘Potomac Pride’ 
‘Prairie Sky’ 
‘Rainbow's End’ 
‘Royal Wedding’ 
‘Savannah’ 
‘Stained Glass’ 
‘Sum it Up’ 
‘The Big Five-Oh’ 
‘Twice as Nice’ 
‘Wide Brim’ 
‘Wiggles & Squiggles’ 
‘Winsome’ 
‘Winter Snow’ 
‘Yarden Yellow Snow’ 
‘Yellow River’ 
H. yingeri 

 

boring green clumpy plant. Anyway he piqued my interest 
and the rest they say is History. The following year I 
became the president of the East Tennessee Hosta Society 
and now have over 500 different varieties. To say he had 
an influence on me would be an understatement. I believe 
that Jim had about 400 different varieties and each one 
was labelled. However Norma told me she picked up all 
the plant labels from the garden before she did her winter 
clean up. Now she doesn’t know which one is which. I 
have promised her that I will visit her this month to 
evaluate her garden to see if I could identify some. I may 
need some help. 

Anyway she has donated all of Jim’s labels to me to 
distribute to a worthy gardeners. As you could imagine 

once she saw my labels she realized that I won’t need 
them but will know someone who will. These labels are 
very nice engraved labels. There is also packets of blank 
labels. I will bring them along to Mary’s on Saturday. 
Maybe we can auction the blank ones off and sell the 
individual engraved ones to members as a fund raiser and 
have some fun. I do have a list of the engraved ones if you 
need this info before Saturday. 

The weather forecast for Saturday morning looks great so 
no excuses not to get some fresh air and admire Mary & 
Chris’s garden. See you there. 

Warm Regards, 
Fred Anderson 
President, 865-607-9240, braker01@att.net 
http://www.easttnhostasociety.net 
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